
We know how it is – your mates have found a house, everyone’s telling you that if you don’t sign 
now you’ll lose it and have nowhere to live, so you think “Should I sign? What’s the worst that could 
happen...” Well, here are a few things to consider before you put pen to paper: 

There is no need to rush making a decision. You have plenty of choice and you don’t need to 
accept anything that you’re not happy with. Take time to get to know your friends before deciding 
whether to live with them. Once you sign, there’s no going back. A housing contract is legally 
binding. Before you sign, bring it in to the Warwick Students’ Union Advice Centre and they can go 
through it with you, explaining the terms and conditions, so that you can make an informed choice. 
You can also find guidance documents on our website. 

•	 Check out our student guide for the basics on what you need to know when looking for your 
first house

•	 You can also find checklists on House Hunting, Moving In and Moving Out 

The University and the Students’ Union will be running a housing campaign during October – 
December to give you all the information you need about house hunting. So look out for us!

HOUSE HUNTING GUIDE



LINKS AND INFORMATION 
ABOUT PRIVATE RENTING:
How to rent a property: How to rent - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Rent Guarantor: Guarantor Service | Housing Hand - Leading Rent Guarantor Providers

Gas Safe Register: Gas Safe Register | The Official List of Gas Safe Registered Businesses –  

Gas Safe Register has replaced CORGI registration. Only use a Gas Safe registered engineer.

Landlord’s Responsibility for Gas Safety: Landlords’ responsibility for gas safety (hse.gov.uk)

Carbon Monoxide – Be Alarmed: Carbon Monoxide - Be Alarmed | Energy UK  

(energy-uk.org.uk)

Electrical Safety First: Guidance | Electrical Safety First

Energy Performance Certificate (EPC): Find an energy performance certificate (EPC) by 

postcode - Find an energy certificate - GOV.UK (communities.gov.uk)

Coventry City Council HMO: Advice and guidance | HMO licensing | Coventry City Council

Warwick District Council HMO: Houses in Multiple Occupation - Warwick District Council 

(warwickdc.gov.uk)

Tenancy Deposit Schemes: Tenancy deposit protection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Warwick Students Union: Housing (warwicksu.com)

Citizens Advice: Student housing - Citizens Advice

Shelter: Private rented housing for students - Shelter England

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-rent
https://housinghand.co.uk/guarantor-service/
https://www.gassaferegister.co.uk/
https://www.gassaferegister.co.uk/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/gas/landlords/index.htm
https://www.energy-uk.org.uk/media-and-campaigns/carbon-monoxide-be-alarmed.html
https://www.energy-uk.org.uk/media-and-campaigns/carbon-monoxide-be-alarmed.html
https://www.electricalsafetyfirst.org.uk/guidance/
https://find-energy-certificate.digital.communities.gov.uk/find-a-certificate/search-by-postcode?lang=en&property_type=domestic
https://find-energy-certificate.digital.communities.gov.uk/find-a-certificate/search-by-postcode?lang=en&property_type=domestic
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/280/housing_enforcement/3348/hmo_licensing/6
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20163/private_housing/179/houses_in_multiple_occupation
https://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20163/private_housing/179/houses_in_multiple_occupation
https://www.gov.uk/tenancy-deposit-protection
https://www.warwicksu.com/help-support/housing/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/housing/renting-a-home/student-housing/
https://england.shelter.org.uk/housing_advice/private_renting/private_rented_housing_for_students

